
The New UpstairsThe New Upstairs
The faculty and staff, with the Ministry of 

Education, present a new plan for St. Mary’s 
School.

To grow in knowledge, To grow in knowledge, 

follow in faith, follow in faith, 

and serve in harmony.and serve in harmony.



We would like to make the 4th and 5th 
grades a part of the “upstairs”.  

The teachers for these grades would change 
from teaching all subjects to one grade, to 

specializing in one or more areas.

Rita Riley will specialize in Language, Reading and Social Studies.
Don Donaldson will specialize in Math.

Mary Rosauer will specialize in Science.
Laura Jo Jarchow will specialize in Social Studies and Music.

Several teachers will teach Literature and Religion.
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Current ExamplesCurrent Examples
• St. John the Baptist, New Brighton, MN

� Moves from class to class at 3rd grade

• St. Croix Catholic School, Stillwater, MN

� Moves from class to class at 3rd grade 

• St. Pascal Baylon, St. Paul, MN

� Moves from class to class at 4th grade

� Students K-5 have 6 teachers, including 
specialists



Teacher QualificationsTeacher Qualifications

• Don Donaldson
� Master’s Degree
� Licensed 1-8
� Completing 4th year at 

St. Mary’s

• Mary Rosauer
� Certified in Gifted and 

Talented
� Licensed K-8
� Completing 16th year at 

St. Mary’s
� Parish Member
� DI Coach
� After School Care Supervisor

• Rita Riley
� Master’s Degree
� Licensed 1-8
� Completing 17th year at 

St. Mary’s
� Parish Member
� DI Coach
� After School Care 

Supervisor

• Laura Jo Jarchow
� Licensed Pre-K-12
� Completing 8th year at 

St. Mary’s
� Volleyball Coach
� Parish Member



Advantages for everyone
• Specialized instruction for remedial and advanced
• Smoother transition to intermediate and middle 

grade levels
• Teachers loop with students
• Builds Christian social community
• Flexibility to accommodate students’ needs
• Teachers can teach to their strength and passion
• Potential for mentoring for students and teachers
• Maintain excellent high school preparatory courses
• Opens new room use possibilities 
• Continuity in curriculum in core subject areas
• Provides opportunities for large scale multi-grade 

group projects



44thth Grade ScheduleGrade Schedule

Lang. Arts8th period

Reading7th period

Religion6th period

Soc. Studies5th period

Lunch & Recess

4th period

Recess/SSR
Spelling/Handwriting/Music/PE

3rd period

Math 2nd period

Science1st period

4th grade

•Advantages

•Self-contained

•Minimal contact 
with older grades

•Smoother 
transition to middle 
school

•Lunch and recess 
with grades three 
and five



55thth Grade ScheduleGrade Schedule

Accel. MathLang. Arts8th period

ReligionReading7th period

Soc. StudiesReligion6th period

MathSoc. Studies5th period

Lunch & Recess

4th period

Recess/SSR
Reading/Lang. Arts

Recess/SSR
Spelling/Handwriting/

Music/PE

3rd period

ScienceMath 2nd period

Music/PEScience1st period

5th4th



66thth -- 88thth Grade ScheduleGrade Schedule

Soc. StudiesReligion/SpanishScienceAccel. MathLang. Arts8th period

Literature/ 
Spanish

LiteratureReligionReligionReading7th period

Lang. ArtsLang. ArtsAccel. MathSoc. StudiesReligion6th period

ReligionScienceLiteratureMathSoc. Studies5th period

Lunch & Recess

ScienceSoc. StudiesMath4th period

Accel. MathMathSoc. StudiesRecess/SSR
Reading/

Lang. Arts

Recess/SSR
Spelling/

Handwriting
Music/PE

3rd period

Music/PEMusic/PELang. ArtsScienceMath 2nd period

MathAccel. MathMusic/PEMusic/PEScience1st period

8th7th6th5th4th
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